ara Mika was born in Johnson City, NY.
She was raised in and around the nearby city of
Binghamton, NY where she encountered her
earliest artistic influence, her grandfather
Armondo Dellasanta, dubbed Binghamton’s Van
Gogh. A dedicated artist and the son of Italian
immigrants, Dellasanta demonstrated not only a
love of fine art, but the act of making it
relentlessly and Mika’s formative years were
witness to this devotion.
Mika earned a Valedictorian Scholarship and
studied the liberal arts with concentrations in fine
art and art education at Lycoming College in
Williamsport, PA. She graduated summa cum
laude in 2001, receiving the Faculty Award for
Achievement in Fine Art. During her years at Lycoming, Mika worked as a student
gallery assistant for the art department. It was here, while installing an exhibit entitled
“The Lucky Tomato Pincushion Project,” that she first experienced work by renowned
art quilters such as Susan Shie, Wendy Huhn, and Jane Burch Cochran. Mika attended
a lecture and slide presentation by Burch Cochran and was amazed to discover that art
quilts are not traditional craft pieces, but works of contemporary fine art implementing
the principles and elements of design to amazing effect. She was hooked.
Upon graduation, Mika settled near Bloomsburg, PA where she has since worked as an
independent fiber artist under the moniker Mock Pie Studio. Her techniques involving
textile paint, needle, and thread are entirely self-taught, although she draws heavily on
her formal education in terms of composition and design.
Mika has found acceptance of her bold artistic vision challenging in her small rural
town, yet she persists, remaining true to her raw inner voice. Her themes involve
human sexuality, reproduction, body image, and love. Wit, sarcasm, and humor are
often utilized to express her unique perception of her surroundings. She believes there
is contemplative worth in the seemingly commonplace and uses her work to spark
conversation. With an illustrative quality reminiscent of children’s books, Mika employs
bright colors to create typically small format art quilts that she coins “art with heart.”
Mika’s work has been included in several publications including Quilting Arts Magazine
and Cloth Paper Scissors Studios and her work has been seen in both local and national
exhibits. Large scale installations of her work can be viewed at Bloomsburg University
and The Children’s Museum both in Bloomsburg, PA and Geisinger Medical Center in
Danville, PA. She currently resides in Catawissa, PA with her husband, Ryan, and twins
Ellen Faye and Ethan Finn.

Sara Mika can be reached at:
Mock Pie Studio
483 Mill Street
Catawissa, PA 17820
Phone: 570-855-8828
Email: mockpiestudio@hotmail.com

Additional information on Sara Mika can be found at:
Instagram: www.instagram.com/mockpiestudio
Web: www.mockpiestudio.com
Etsy: www.mockpiestudio.etsy.com
Blog: www.mockpiestudio.blogspot.com

