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Some of the Many Mystery Themes
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Mystery or Thriller?



Thriller / Suspense



The Killing Floor by 

Lee Child
(Jack Reacher)



The Bourne Identity 

by Robert Ludlum
(Jason Bourne)



Patriot Games by 

Tom Clancy
(Jack Ryan)



Classical or Traditional Mysteries



The 13 Problems by 

Agatha Christie
(Miss Marple)



Cover Her Face by 

P.D. James
(Adam Dalgliesh)



Police Procedurals



Mystic River by 

Dennis Lehane



The Black Echo by 

Michael Connelly 
(Harry Bosch)



Naked in Death by 

J.D. Robb
(Eve Dallas)



Gumshoe/Private Detective Mysteries



The Cuckoo's Calling 

by Robert Galbraith
(Cormoran Strike)



Masie Dobbs by 

Jacqueline Winspear



Indemnity Only by 

Sara Paretsky
(V.I. Warshawski)



Subgenera: Forensic Mysteries



Postmortem by 

Patricia Cornwell 
(Kay Scarpetta)



Subgenera: Hardboiled Mysteries



The Big Sleep by 

Raymond Chandler 
(Philip Marlowe)



A is for Alibi by 

Sue Grafton 
(Kinsey Millhone)


